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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 


size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





Scriptural Mottoes 


in full-color 
1. WORK, WATCH, PRAY 
2,.ALL THINGS WORK TO.- 


GETHER FOR GOOD TO THEM 
THAT LOVE GOD 


3. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF 
THIS HOUSE, THE UNSEEN 
GUEST AT EVERY MEAL, THE 
SILENT LISTENER TO EVERY 
CONVERSATION. 


Printed on dull coated paper. 
Suitable for framing. 
Approximate size, 9%4 by 12 inches. 


Price each, 15 cents. 











STORIES FOR CHILDREN 


This booklet is a collection of over 40 
short stories and poems. Through the me- 
dium of simple stories with their obvious 
moral lessons it endeavors to influence the 
child, beset by many base attractions, to 
choose the right course. 


88 pages, illustrated 30 cents postpaid 





Youthful Examples to Believers 
Dear V—: 

We must work for the kingdom of God 
by being different from the world and not 
take part in their pleasures. At recess yes- 
terday while my room drew names for 
their Christmas I came home, for God 
would not want me to take part in it. 

Selma, Iowa 

VY; 7. 


Dear D—: 

I was very happy to receive a letter from 
such a nice friend. I think that your writ- 
ing paper is very lovely. We must all be 
Busy Bees. God wants everyone to be busy 
and happy, when we help our Mother and 
Father too. When we study our Bible les- 
sons we are Busy Bees. We must bear good 
fruits of the spirit such as love, joy and 
peace. 

I will close with Matt. 5:5, “Blessed are 
the meek for they shall inherit the earth.” 

Bright, Ont., Canada 

G. 4. B. 


A Little Girl’s Thanks 
Dear Friends: 

M— J— received the nicest book in the 
mail the other day: Letters of the Bible, 
Volume 2. Such beautiful pictures and il- 
lustrations in it! 

Needless to say, M— J— was delighted 
to have it. She sends her thanks to those 
who made it possible for her to have such 
a nice book. They are so nice to read in 
the evenings and the beautiful pictures 
make it easy for her to remember what 
each story is about. I think the books that 
you print for the children act as a special 
little shepherd which tells the little chil- 
dren (or lambs) to “Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord.” 

La Feria, Texas 


J. @. 


Between Two “Light-bearers” 
Dear B—: 

Jesus said to His disciples, “Ye are the 
light of the world.” And now the Truth has 
been given to us, we must let our light 
shine in this dark world so that when Eli- 
jah comes, some people will remember and 
glorify God. 

I think that will be a happy time for 
everybody, when the earth is filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. 

We do not get to travel very far these 
days, and I often think I would like to 
travel around the world and see all the 
places that we learn about in school, don’t 
you? 

Some day, if we are worthy, our dreams 
will come true, and we shall be able to 
visit the planets, too. I think that will be 
very wonderful, don’t you? 

Fruitland, Ont., Can. 

S. H. 
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The Godly — Set Apart for God 


piness now, depends entirely upon our obedience 

to divine law, that which the Almighty requires 
of all who profess godliness and who desire the matchless 
prize which He has offered, even eternal life. We cannot 
be truly happy apart from traveling the road that leads 
to life and glory. Our joy and happiness is greater in 
proportion as we walk in accordance with the truth. If 
we have a small degree of happiness, it is because our 
mind is clouded. No matter how hard our trials and dif- 
ficulties may be, we are the happier as we see our prog- 
ress increasing toward the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Each passing day brings us one day nearer the reap- 
ing time; but we may be further away from the prize. It 
would seem that every heart would tremble at God’s 
Word, for the Book says, “To this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at my word” (Isa. 66: 2). It is useless for us to worship 
God in a halfhearted way; we must actually see that, 
day by day, we are drawing nearer to Him. 


PH dines nos in the grand future, and genuine hap- 


Godly Walking 


The Psalmist starts his psalms with a wonderful 
thought: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night” (Ps. 1:1, 2). Our meditation 
must be such that we compare ourselves, not with our- 
selves but with the Book. The one who receives the bless- 
ing is the one who “walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful.” If we walk contrary to the 
truth, that is walking in the counsel of the ungodly and 
there is no blessing for us. 

The masses, those who are following the broad way, 
know not how to walk. The Prophet Jeremiah said: “It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (10: 23). 
He who walks in the counsel of the ungodly, following the 
dictates of his own mind, will never receive the blessing. 
Let your delight be in the Lord, and meditate on His law 
day and night. 

We should count our blessings one by one. We all know 
the truth that will lead us to the haven of everlasting 
rest if we will obey its mandates. This is our greatest 
blessing. How we should love to meet just inside the 
pearly gates with all who are earnestly seeking to- be 
godly. We cannot imagine the happiness, the glory, the 
pleasures that await us there; but when we look at the 
world’s pleasures, we see they are not worth considering 
for a moment because they are of such short duration. 


The Godly — Beloved of God 


“But know’’—the inspired writer wants us to know 
something—“but know that the Lord hath set apart him 





that is godly for himself: the Lord will hear when I call 
unto him” (Ps. 4:3). Who are the godly? They are those 
who are striving to reach the divine nature and thus 
escape the corruption that is in the world through lust 
(II Pet. 1: 4). The godly are those devout souls who will 
surrender heart and mind and will to God, pious, rever- 
ent men and women in whose hearts the fear of the Lord 
dwells continually. To be godly is to be righteous in word, 
thought, and deed. Such are the men and women whom 
God promises to set apart for Himself. 

This short verse in the 4th psalm contains one of the 
grandest promises in the Book, when we stop to consider 
its scope. It seems almost beyond our comprehension that 
the Everlasting God, the Almighty Creator of the bil- 
lions of stars, the constellations, the galaxies that re- 
volve in the immensity of space, would condescend to look 
upon man—not all mankind irrespective of character, 
but the godly man—and extend to him the gracious as- 
surance that he from among earth’s teeming millions is 
“set apart” for God Himself. He is set apart to become a 
member of God’s eternal family; he is set apart to live in 
a better world, free from the ravages of war and in- 
humanity to man; he is set apart to share the secrets of 
infinite wisdom, to experience the thrill of perfect, 
abounding health. He is set apart for God in a world 
without end. Is it not worth the effort to become “godly”? 
This is the only qualification. 


The Nations — Grasshoppers 


While the godly are recognized by God with such en- 
dearing terms as His special treasure, the apple of His 
eye, sons and daughters, etc., the nations at large fall 
into a vastly different category. Their status is described 
by the Prophet Isaiah: “It is he that sitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grass- 
hoppers” (40:22). Man has had many theories about 
the earth; only a century or two ago men thought the 
earth was flat; but here, thousands of years ago, God 
told us it was circular. “It is he that sitteth upon the 
circle of the earth,” showing that the Prophet had the 
knowledge that it is a sphere. In more emphatic words 
we read, “Can you not understand, cannot you see? Have 
you not been told this from the first, have you not grasped 
this since the world began ?—that he sits over the round 
earth, so high that its inhabitants look like grasshoppers” 
(Isa. 40: 21, 22, Moffatt). 

We see that the Lord does not look upon mankind as 
such great creatures. From His lofty, exalted and heav- 
enly throne, mortals are as insignificant as the grass of 
the field; and as the flower of the grass they shall pass 
away. “For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning 
heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof 
falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth” 
(James 1:11). The masses have not enough energy to 
go to work and purify themselves, to put away that which 
would unfit them for membership in God’s family. 

Among the godly, those whom God has set apart for 
Himself, you will find no anger, but joy and happiness, 
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all helping one another. It is only that class of people 
whom God counts of any worth. “The Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish” (Ps. 1:6). They are not sanctified, or set apart. 


Keep the Commandments 


The young man came to Jesus and inquired, “Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eter- 
nal life?” And Jesus said unto him, “Why callest thou 
me good?” or as it should read, Why do you inquire of 
me concerning that which is good? Why do you inquire 
of me concerning the light? “If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments” (Matt. 19:16, 17). 

All those whom God has set apart must keep the com- 
mandments. These commandments declare unto us that 
“The carnal mind... is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). This would imply 
a complete change of mind to be necessary, which is pre- 
cisely what the law of God demands. In First Peter 4: 1 
we read: “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from 
sin.” This process of dispensing with the carnal mind and 
becoming armed with the mind of Christ brings tem- 
porary suffering in the flesh—it is unavoidable, “Christ 
also suffered” (I Pet. 2: 21)—but, fellow Christians, let 
us look beyond the brief suffering to the happy and en- 
during results. Christ’s suffering brought cessation from 
sin. “He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from 
sin.” So, as daily we arm ourselves with the mind of 
Christ, though the old carnal mind will suffer and bleed 
and die, if we are persistent in the task, we can look 
hopefully forward to a cessation from sin. 

This standard we must attain, or when the Master 
comes it will be too late and we shall find the door shut. 
“These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he 
that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man 
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy 
works: behold, I have set before thee an open door” (Rev. 
3:7, 8). Truth must open the door now. 

Jesus says, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pas- 
ture” (John 10:9). If any man enters this glorious city 
of God, he will find something grand. 


Godliness Decreases — A Sign of the Times 


The whole world is about ripe for the harvesttime; 
they are reaching the condition we read about in the 12th 
psalm: “Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the 
faithful fail froma mong the children of men.” They are 
getting less and less; you can hardly find anyone from 
among the sons of men who is indeed and in truth de- 
sirous of becoming godly. They are “lovers of . . . pleas- 
ures more than lovers of God”—a condition which Paul 
foreknew should mark the “last days” (II Tim. 3:1, 
2, 4). “They speak vanity everyone with his neighbor: 
with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. 
The Lord shall cut off al] flattering lips, and the tongue 
that speaketh proud things: who have said, With our 
tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord 
over us?” (Ps. 12:2—4). This is the very condition 
which exists today: The scope of scientific learning has 
broadened, and with added learning has come added ego- 


tism. The Creator is ignored, forgotten, and arrogant 
man says, “Who is lord over us?” 

Continuing, the Psalmist describes conditions as we 
see them: “On every side the wicked prowl, as vileness is 
exalted among the sons of men.” Then comes a plea for 
protection during this evil age: “Do thou, O Lord, pro- 
tect us, guard us ever from this generation” (Ps. 12: 8, 
7, R.S.V.). Yes, God will guard and preserve those who 
are expending all their strength to become godly. He will 
set them apart for Himself, safe from the prevailing 
wickedness. 


Advice to the Godly 


Evil rules the world, but, coming closer home, what of 
those who profess better things? Let us read from the 
Apostle: “In a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
some to honor, and some to dishonor.” Right in the house 
there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also dis- 
honorable vessels. “If a man therefore purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, 
and meet for the Master’s use, and prepared unto every 
good work” (II Tim. 2:20, 21). Such are the men and 
women, the honorable vessels, that are to be selected and 
set apart for the Master’s use. But they must be prepared 
unto every good work. They will have formed such noble 
characters that whatever difficult circumstances may 
arise, they will be prepared to manifest good works. 

We read further in Psalm 4, “Stand in awe, and sin 
not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and 
be still. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put 
your trust in the Lord” (verses 4, 5). If we have a con- 
trite heart we will not think too highly of ourselves; we 
will stand in awe and cease to transgress. If we are 
among those set apart we will be led and directed in all 
our ways. It is not the hearers of the law that are just 
before God, “but the doers of the law shall be justified” 
(Rom. 2:13). The question each one should ask himself 
is, Am I doing it? Am I walking circumspectly, and care- 
fully? Am I redeeming the time? 

The world are all finding their own pleasures, doing 
their own ways, which lead to death and destruction. Let 
us who seek life and immortality separate ourselves from 
the world with all their sinful, short-lived pleasures, and 
then God will set us apart as eligible to participate in 
the pleasures of eternity. 

Is the promise certain, that “God will set apart him 
that is godly for himself”? Yes. “The promises of the 
Lord are promises that are pure, silver refined in a fur- 
nace on the ground, purified seven times” (Ps, 12: 6, 
R.S.V). 


Set apart for Jesus! is not this enough, 
Though the desert prospect open wild and rough? 
Set apart for His delight, 
Chosen for His holy pleasure, 
Sealed to be His special treasure! 
Could we choose a nobler joy? and would we if we might? 


Set apart to serve Him, ministers of light, 
Standing in His presence, ready day or night! 
Chosen for His service blest, 

He would have us always willing 

Like the angel-hosts, fulfilling 
Swiftly and rejoicingly each recognized behest. 


(Poem continued on next page) 
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Noblesse Oblige 


Noble Rank Requires Honorable Conduct 


N A TORRID summer day in Africa a traveler stood 
by the side of a road to watch a group of native 
slaves being herded home after a long day’s toil in the 
jungles. Heads down, shoulders drooping and chains 
dragging in the dust, they were a dejected and wretched 
lot. But among these forlorn prisoners strode one young 
man, proud and erect. As though oblivious of his chains 
and the oppressive heat, his eyes were alert, his shoulders 
back and his head high. So noticeable was his carriage 
that the traveler was moved to ask the foreman standing 
nearby, “Who is that young man?” 
“Oh,” was the reply, “he is the son of a king, and he 
never forgets it.” 


God calls into His Truth those in whom He sees poten- 
tial qualities for rulership and perpetual existence. He 
extends His. invitation to us to become His children. 
God has a family in heaven and a family on earth, and 
all are sons of God. Do we fully realize the depth of sig- 
nificance in the fact that we have been called to become 
a member of this royal family? All the greatness and 
glory and richness which heaven can offer lies within the 
reach of the lowliest. If a person but follow in Jesus’ 
steps he becomes His brother and has the same royal 
blood in his veins, as Christ Himself said: “For whoso- 
ever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.” To 
become His brother means that we can share in all that 
will someday belong to Him who is the heir of all things. 
When the kingdoms of this world have become the King- 
dom of our Lord and His Christ, these royal children 
shall inherit the gracious promise of Rev. 3: 21, “To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in his throne.” 

Offered such an inheritance, should not our faces 
shine? With such a goal in prospect, shall we go ashamed 
and downcast? To be trained by God’s own hand and lov- 
ing care as a favored child is both a compliment and an 
honor in which we should glory; yet so often the face is 
dark, the shoulders droop, and the knees grow feeble. 
We forget we are sons of a King! 

The King’s son must be instructed and disciplined in 
all the behavior demanded of his future position. The 
common man whose future holds no such exalted station 
escapes the rigorous discipline, the grievous correction, 
the wearisome practice, and the weight of responsibility 
which rests upon the royal child; but neither does he reap 
the glorious benefits of that stringent training. The child 
who is to sit upon the throne must be an example to all, 
in manners, in speech, in dress, in conduct. His every 
word and action is carefully observed by all, and his con- 
duct becomes a pattern for others to follow. For this rea- 
son he must never for one moment forget his high call- 
ing, and he must think and speak and act with all the 
graciousness and self-control of a true aristocrat. 

A nobleman is noble at all times, in all places, and 
under all circumstances. When life smiles upon him and 





his path is smooth, he reacts with gratitude and humility 
and generosity. When calamities descend upon him he 
remains calm and controlled. He faces difficulties and sac- 
rifice with enthusiasm. With those of petty minds his 
presence infuses a largeness of thought and attitude. His 
influence lifts and expands. When others are rude, he is 
gallant; when others are ruffled, he is steady; when 
others weaken, he stands firm. 

A truly noble man carries his superiority with mod- 
esty, scorning selfish advantage and seeing in his more 
favorable position only a responsibility and an oppor- 
tunity for service to others. 

A nobleman is scrupulously honest. He is honest with 
others, but most of all he is honest with himself. His 
evaluation of others is generous, while he judges himself 
with severity. 

Selfish interests, rivalries, and trivial irritations ap- 
pear in all their contemptible insignficance in the atmos- 
phere of his elevated outlook. When those of less excel- 
lent spirit give way to despair and fear, his lofty courage 
faces the situation with equanimity. 

A nobleman is brave. He faces adversity, trial and bat- 
tle with fearlessness. He confronts the enemy with his 
head up! And he fights confidently and deliberately. 

Let us measure the nobility within ourselves. And if we 
find that we fall short of the qualities demanded of royal- 
ty, let us hasten to supply the lack. No matter how high 
we have lived we can live higher yet. Let us stand upon 
our feet and be ready for action and service. We are 
foolish to stand still and tremble when our Father, the 
King, with all the power of the universe at His command, 
stands ready to help us. Jesus was not afraid of His en- 
emies; His enemies were afraid of Him. His very pres- 
ence radiated sovereignty, for His conduct was that of 
an aristocrat in the truest sense of the word. 

There is coming a day when all who have lived nobly 
shall meet in the palace of kings. Crowns are waiting 
there for all who are worthy to wear them. And the chil- 
dren of the King shall step out and form a new govern- 
ment whose discipline and justice shall lead the world to 
righteousness and to peace. 





(Continued from page 4) 


Set apart to praise Him, set apart for this! 
Have the blessed angels any truer bliss? 
Soft the prelude, though so clear; 
Isolated tones are trembling; 
But the choir, assembling, 
Soon shall sing together, while the universe shall hear. 


Set apart to love Him, and His love to know! 
Not to waste affection on a passing show. 
Called to give Him life and heart, 
Called to pour the hidden treasure, 
That none other claims to measure, 
Into His beloved hand! thrice blessed “set apart!” 


Set apart forever for Himself alone! 
Now we see our calling gloriously shown. 
Owning, with no secret dread, 
This our holy separation, 
Now the crown of consecration 
Of the Lord our God shall rest upon our willing head! 
—Sel. 
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THE WORLD GOD LOVES 


MAN stood on the corner of a city street preaching 

to a small group of people who had stopped to listen. 
A passer-by happened along just in time to hear the 
speaker saying: “John 3:16 is good enough for me.” 
Whatever our reaction to religion administered from the 
street corner, if learned in the ways of the professedly 
religious world, we must agree that to many people Jesus’ 
words: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life,” are the epitome 
of the Christian hope. 

Now Jesus’ words recorded in John 3: 16 are a part of 
the Gospel, a part of the Word of God, and as such must 
be believed by all who profess to know God. We have no 
disposition to discount their truthfulness. However, to 
accept the prevalent belief that God loves all mankind, 
saint and sinner alike, is to completely disregard the 
declaration of Prophet, Apostle, and Jesus Himself, and 
the repeatedly attested truths throughout the entire Bible. 

When giving advice on financial matters, the profes- 
sional economist lists for his client the factors for and 
against the proposition under consideration. It is the fair- 
est way to proceed. So before we conclude that we under- 
stand the meaning of a text of Scripture, we should study 
that text and compare our prospective answer with all 
the related teachings of the Bible. In other words, list all 
the factors for and against, employing the rules of Scrip- 
ture recommended by the divine writers, of what that 
text means. 


A World God Does Not Love 


Applying this plan of study to John 3: 16, let us first 
see if there are any segments of the human family which 
God does not love. Yes, there are such people living in the 
world today, and there were such people living both be- 
fore and after the dawn of the Christian Era. We read, 
“God is angry [indignant] with the wicked every day” 
(Ps. 7: 11). Now love and indignation are opposite emo- 
tions. God could not love a class of people with whom He 
is vexed. God has “no pleasure in fools,” and “anger 
resteth in the bosom of fools” (Eccl. 5:4; 7:9), hence 
He does not love angry people. 

In Noah’s time the Flood was brought in upon the 
world of the ungodly (II Pet. 2:5). That is one world 
which God did not love. Further, God did not love that 
portion of the world made up of the wicked inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Upon the angels’ promise ten 
righteous persons would have saved the city, but only 
Lot, his wife and two daughters were worthy of deliver- 
ance, and Lot’s wife looked back and lost her life. God did 
not love those wicked cities. 

God abhors hypocrisy and insincerity. He did not love 
the dissemblers among the inhabitants of Judah whose 
loyalty to the cause of the Eternal was feigned and in- 
sincere. The Eternal’s message to them through Isaiah 
was: “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacri- 
fices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of burnt offerings 
of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; ... When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, 
to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; in- 
cense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and 


sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting” (Isa, 1: 11—13). 
“I cannot away with” or “endure” your devotions. Now 
that is strong language. There was one section of the 
world God did not love. 

In Jesus’ own day there were people God did not love. 
Nearly all of Matthew 23 is devoted to a scathing de- 
nunciation of the hypocritical Pharisees. Jesus denounced 
them as “whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, 
and of all uncleanness”; as a cup and a platter washed 
clean on the outside but filthy within; as paying tithe of 
“mint, and anise and cummin,” while omitting the 
“weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and 
faith.” Rest assured that neither Jesus nor His heavenly 
Father loved that part of the world. 

Dwight L. Moody, the internationally known revival- 
ist of the nineteenth century, was a staunch believer in 
a God who loves all mankind. At the close of his dis- 
courses he would sometimes employ a simple device to de- 
pict what he thought the breadth and depth of God’s love. 
Picking up the pitcher of water provided for the speaker, 
he would fill the drinking glass about a third full. He 
would then remark, “Some people think God’s love is 
this much.” Then filling the glass to two-thirds he would 
say, “Some think it is this much.” He would fill the glass 
and continue pouring until the water had run copiously 
over on to the floor, with the words, “I think it is this 
much.” 

To the people who agree with Mr. Moody, and are con- 
fident that God loves the world, good, bad and indifferent, 
it may be jolting to be reminded that Jesus would not 
even pray for the world. In His prayer for His disciples 
on the night of the betrayal, just prior to the end, He 
said: “I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine” (John 17:9). God 
would not love a world for which Jesus would not pray. 

God does not love those who hate Him. He did not love 
those who hated Jesus when on earth or those today who 
hate Jesus’ words or the living truth as taught in the 
Bible. Surely God did not love that portion of the wicked 
world who cruelly took the life of His beloved Son, The 
fact that He resurrected Him on the third day proved that. 

In Prov. 28:9 we read of a man whom God does not 
love: “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the 
law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” 

In a way, honor and love are related terms. In the days 
of the boy Samuel, a man of God was sent to Eli the high 
priest to reprove him for “winking” at the gross sins of 
his sons who were then filling the office of active priests. 
After these sins were enumerated to Eli, he was given 
the ultimatum: “Them that honor me I will honor, and 
they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed” (I Sam. 
2:30). Obviously God does not love this present evil 
world. He wishes us delivered from it (Gal. 1: 4). 

In chapter 2 of John’s First Epistle we are commanded 
not to love the world, and in II Cor. 6:17, 18 Paul ad- 
jured the Church at Corinth to “come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord.” Surely God 
would not love a world that He commanded us not to love, 
and to separate ourselves from. 





——__ 
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What World Does God Love? 


God loves the world of believers, those who will hear 
and do His commandments. His love flows out to those 
whom He foreknows will be attracted to His following, 
and He arranges the circumstances so they can know of 
the doctrine. God loves that world of men and women 
who will separate themselves from this present evil 
world, from all that is defiling; that world known in 
Scriptural terminology as “the world to come” (Heb. 2: 
5). Included in this future world are the 144,000 who 
stand on Mount Zion with Jesus, after the Resurrection 
and Judgment, and the great number which no man can 
number to be taken out during the thousand-year day of 
rest (Rev. 7:9; 20:4). 

Speaking through the voice of Wisdom God declares: 
“T love them that love me; and those that seek me early 
shall find me” (Prov. 8:17). Now here is a world God 
loves, the world composed of those who love Him. He 
loves those who do as He commands them to do. He loves 
those whose business is His business, whose interests are 
His interests, whose tastes are like His, and who strive 
to be like Him in purity and moral excellence. 

The Patriarch Abraham was so careful to maintain 
good relationship with God that he was called “the Friend 
of God.” That is a very warm term. One’s next of kin 
may become utterly estranged, may utterly fail him in 
the time of dire need; but a friend, never. Hence if one 
is a part of the world that God loves, if he maintains such 
happy relationship with God as to be His friend, that 
will assure him God’s friendship, and that indeed satis- 
fies man’s highest longings. 

Long before the days of labor unions, craftsmen were 
drawn together in workers’ guilds. A strong bond of 
mutual interest and friendship existed between them. 
And today the thought of a friend giving a lift when the 
work at hand is pressing, always strikes a responsive 
chord. God also loves “workers together with him” (II Cor. 
6:1). God cannot go against Himself and love His en- 
emies. Doing so would make Him a liar, and it is “impos- 
sible for God to lie.” 

Daniel, the illustrious Prophet with the captives in 
Babylon, was addressed by the Angel Gabriel as a man 
“greatly beloved.” A quick appraisal of the record of 
his righteous life and godly deportment in the midst of 
that corrupt city will reveal why. He had made himself 
a part of the world that God loves. 

In John 14: 21, in one trenchant statement, Jesus de- 
scribes this world that God loves: “He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” 
This definition is too clear to admit of cavil. “He that 
hath my commandments, and keepeth them, . . . shall be 
loved of my Father.” God’s love is always conditional. 


What Is It to Believe in Jesus? 


God gave His only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
But what is it to believe in Jesus? The term believe has 
broad coverage. Believing and acting on one’s belief are 
qualities that are inseparable. If one believes, he will act. 
If he does not act, belief is lacking. To believe, in a Bible 
sense, is to apply one’s belief to his daily living. If a man 


says he believes in Thomas Jefferson, the early American 
statesman, what does he mean? He means he believes in 
the principles advocated by him. Hence to believe in Jesus 
is to believe all that He taught. Jesus taught absolute pu- 
rity of character as the key to salvation (Matt. 5:8). 
He demanded of His followers a holy, sinless life, a right- 
eousness that far exceeds the righteousness of the pro- 
fessors of religion (Matt. 5:48, 20). Jesus again said: 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7: 21). To 
believe in Christ one must honestly conform to the Golden 
Rule, must always do to others as he would be done by. 
He must trust implicitly in God and maintain an atti- 
tude of helpfulness toward his fellow man. 

Again, to believe in Jesus we must believe the doc- 
trines that He taught. The great burden of His teaching 
concerned His role as future King of the entire earth. He 
preached it wherever He went. He emphasized it in par- 
able, allegory and direct statement. Mortals here who 
qualify for immortal life shall inherit the earth as their 
eternal home (Matt. 5:5). Christ Himself should ascend 
to heaven and be seated at the Father’s right hand, from 
whence He would return to judge the living and the dead; 
but no one could go to heaven where He was going (John 
14:3; 13:33). Upon His return He would bring His re- 
ward with Him so that both living and dead should re- 
ceive their reward together (Rev. 22:12; I Thess. 4:15 
—17). Therefore people who believe the widely-accepted 
theory of an immortal soul leaving the body and going im- 
mediately to heaven at death are not believing in Jesus, 
hence cannot qualify for God’s love. 

We learn from the context in which John 3: 16 occurs 
that believing in Jesus covers more than the mere con- 
viction that a very good man named Jesus once lived. In 
fact, the very context shows that believing and acting are 
inseparable qualities. Verses 17, 18, 20, 21 reveal that 
God’s love, His acceptance or rejection, depends upon 
each individual. “For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.” However, God foreknew that not all 
mankind would believe in Him; many would prefer dark- 
ness to light, and this would assure their condemnation. 
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.” God never loved a class of people whom 
He condemned. “But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God.” THESE form the world that God leves. 


The World of Believers 


We often hear it said of a group of people who have 
interests all of their own, that they are a world in them- 
selves. Their special interests so dominate their lives 
that they are practically oblivious to what is taking place 
around them. It is said that Thomas Edison during his 
lifetime was so absorbed with his inventing that he was 
wholly unconscious of the time of day, and it was diffi- 
cult to get him to leave his work long enough to eat his 
meals. The complete engrossment of the presidential 
candidates during a national election is another evidence 
of the case in point. Likewise true believers are all 
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wrapped up in their “world,” in their love for God and 
their determination to win the prize of life and immor- 
tality which He has offered them. 

In more than one instance through the Gospels, Jesus’ 
teaching reveals the fervor which this class-consciousness 
will engender. In Matt. 6:33 He commands: “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.” True 
believers will put first things first. Again, in Luke 16: 
16 we read, “The law and the prophets were until John: 
since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 
every man presseth into it.” 

Presseth into it. These words denote action, action gen- 
erated by a well-defined purpose. The parallel passage 
in Matthew’s gospel employs the term “violence,” the 
“violent take it [the kingdom] by force.” Dr. Moffatt 
translates this passage: “From the time of John the Bap- 
tist until now, they are pressing into the realm of heaven 
—these eager souls are storming it” (ch. 11: 12). Storm- 
ing it—here is action with jet-engine thrust behind it. 
These eager souls are storming their way into the King- 
dom of Christ. 

The Apostle Paul, one of the great believers of all 
time, reveals his fervor for the Christian Cause with the 
words: “But this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3: 13, 
14). In Jesus’ post-ascension message to the seven 
churches, and to us, He warns: “Come out of her [Baby- 


lon], my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues” (Rev. 18:4). These 
“eager souls,” alert to the danger of delay, will get out 
of Babylon—the words and ways of the great mass of 
worldlings who throng the broad road to destruction— 
and they will not walk away leisurely either, but, to bor- 
row a thought from the Prophet Jeremiah, they will 
“flee out of . . . Babylon,” and “deliver every man his 
soul,” lest they be cut off in her iniquity. 


The Broad Scope of the “World to Come” 


The breadth of God’s love for the world to come is re- 
vealed in another thought in Jesus’ afore-mentioned 
prayer for His disciples: ‘Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which believe on me through their 
word” (John 17:20). For emphasis we will repeat a 
point already made. God not only loves the world of be- 
lievers who have lived during the six-thousand-year day 
in which He has taken out the “kings and priests” for 
Christ’s Kingdom, but He also planned for the unrevealed 
number of saved ones who, believing in God “through 
their words,” shall form the populace of that glorious 
world to come. 

Yes, indeed, every believer, every one who confirms his 
belief or faith by works, shall be saved, for “God so 
loved the world [to come], that he gave his only begotten 
Son [as Teacher, Example, and King] that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 





Sixth of Series: 
VOICES FROM THE ROLL OF THE BOOK 


An Account of JEREMIAH the Prophet, by Baruch 


AM BARUCH, the friend of Jeremiah the Prophet. 
Today you would probably call me his secretary. But 
I am not here to talk about myself, but to tell you about 
my faithful friend, that great steward of God, Jeremiah. 

He did a marvelous work under conditions that were 
very, very depressing and discouraging. Oh, he had such 
difficulties! It may be natural for you to think that a 
prophet had an easy time of it just because God revealed 
the future to him. But the work of a prophet is more than 
that, a great deal more, as you will see. 

God does not give the gift of prophecy to someone just 
for the pleasing and interesting experience of being able 
to foretell the future. No indeed! The gift of prophecy 
was just that—a gift. It was for a divine or specific pur- 
pose, and the prophet was simply the instrument used. 
Often it emphasized an important message from Jehovah. 
And usually that message was to inform the people of 
their great wrongdoing before God when they had been 
thinking all the time that they were just about right. 
Even this wouldn’t have been so bad if the people to be 
warned had been ordinary persons of ordinary con- 
sequence. One of the greatest tests of a prophet is obedi- 
ence and courage in speaking the message of warning 
and reproof to kings, ministers of state, high priests, and 
others of importance and influence in the world. Because 
they have police, soldiers, prisons, and executioners at 
their command, they can make themselves very disagree- 
able to a servant of Jehovah who comes along telling 
them how wrong they are, and interfering with their 


plans. But never once did Jeremiah flinch. Was he afraid? 
Of course he was! We both were, but he revered God 
more than he feared man. 

I well remember when my lifelong friend, Jeremiah, 
was first called of God to carry the warning of punish- 
ment to our wicked people. Though he felt inadequate for 
the task, he accepted it with the greatest humility. 

I encouraged him in every way I could, knowing he was 
called of God. I even offered to write down for him all the 
inspired warnings and messages of God. Little did I 
realize that the greater part of my life would be devoted 
to this work for my friend and my God. Little did I real- 
ize that our very lives would many times be endangered. 

The nation really was in a terrible condition morally, 
and Jeremiah was inspired to warn the people that un- 
less they reformed immediately, Jerusalem would be de- 
stroyed by the Babylonians. 

But God was just. He also said that if they repented 
and turned from their idolatry and wicked ways He 
would preserve their city and their country. 

Prospering as they had been in years past under God’s 
directing hand, our people had gradually drifted away 
from being a separate and peculiar people. Little by little 
they had copied and imitated the ways of the heathen 
nations around them. At last they had actually turned 
from Jehovah and worshiped idols of wood and stone 
made with men’s hands. 

I do not want you to think that this was all the fault 
of ordinary people. Much of it was the fault of educated 
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people of influence who should have used their influence 
for righteousness. 

The organized priesthood had deteriorated from the 
true worship of God into a senseless mass of rites and 
ceremonies, and many times the high priest was far more 
wicked than the man in the market place. With the priest- 
hood gone astray and more often than not a degenerate 
king upon the throne, the necessity arose for men chosen 
and inspired by God to issue direct warnings to this ob- 
stinate people of their impending doom if they persisted 
in violating His laws. 

You can readily see how the appointing of a prophet 
was just another token of God’s mercy and justice. He 
will not destroy a people or nation without a warning 
or giving them a chance to repent. 

You know from reading the Scriptures how Jeremiah 
pleaded with our countrymen, saying, “O Jerusalem, 
wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be 
saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within 
thee?” You know how he warned priest and people alike, 
crying, “A wonderful and horrible thing is committed 
in the land: the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it 
so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?” He stood in 
the gates and cried, “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I 
will cause you to dwell in this place.” 

My friends, you would think that such plain warnings 
and earnest pleadings would cause any people to stop and 
consider; and at first we believed the people would heed, 
and matters would become better. But such is the deceit- 
fulness of sin that their sins grew worse and bolder; and 
as Babylon’s hosts approached, they clutched their idols 
the closer. 

I can tell you that this was a very trying time for me 
and my friend, Jeremiah. We had a natural sympathy 
for our fellow countrymen. We felt very bad to see suf- 
fering and captivity and death coming upon them, but 
they were bringing it upon themselves by their own sins. 
He pleaded with them, he entreated them, he threatened, 
he begged, he implored. But they would not reform; so 
they had to pay the penalty for their sins. 

In all ages God, in His great mercy, has left men free 
moral agents, free to choose whom they will serve. With 
knowledge of Jehovah’s way comes the further choice: 
“Obey and live; disobey and die.” 

It is no different with you today, my friends: you know 
what God requires of you, for you too have the Truth 
down in these last days; you know you have a mighty 
work to do to keep holy and unspotted every command- 
ment. But remember, the reward of eternal life is great. 

Time would fail me to tell of the persecution and hard- 
ships we endured for simply telling the people the true 
facts. It would serve no purpose to tell of the imprison- 
ments, the beatings which Jeremiah suffered for proph- 
esying for Jehovah. And I sometimes suffered with him. 

But at last the cup of iniquity was full. Jerusalem fell 
before the armies of Babylon, just as God had foretold 
through Jeremiah, and our people were treated as the 
spoils of war. 

Friends, my time is short. If you remember nothing 
else that I Baruch have said, remember this: The reward 
of eternal life is sure, so press on and win it. 

Farewell. 


Musings of the Editor 


we campaigns have been launched for various pur- 
poses. Some have been successful; many have not. A 
good general never thinks of launching a campaign against 
an enemy without taking into consideration what he will have 
to contend with; whether his resources can match those of the 

" foe, whether he has the man power and 
Campaigns armaments. He does not rush into battle 

without carefully planned action. 

As Christian soldiers we have entered into battle to con- 
quer the old man. Do we plan as carefully for a successful 
campaign? It is easy to sing, “I'll be a soldier for Jesus”; but 
when the campaign and warfare start, that is the test. That 
proves the strength of our reserves, whether we are prepared 
in advance for every eventuality, whether we have built up 
our reserves of faith so we will always keep in a position to 
face the foe and never let him put us on the run. 

As David found the weak spot in Goliath’s armor, so the 
old man will find the weak spots in ours if we do not have 
it buckled tightly on at all times. If we do not put on the 
shield of faith we shall never put on the rest of the armor, 
because it will take faith to put it on. And how can we hope 
for a successful campaign without faith! 

Paul felt the same warfare in his members which is felt by 
everyone who enters into covenant. It is a daily campaign, 
not going through just one terrible ordeal. But there is cam- 
paign after campaign, day after day. It is no little work. As 
we become strong in the Lord, the enemy is bound to weaken; 
then the victories start. As good soldiers, we will then press 
the battle till all evil is conquered, exterminated. Then our 
King will welcome us home to receive the laurels as we 
march beneath the triumphal arch. 





KEEP YOUR GRIT 


The man who does not falter 
Beneath the pain within, 

Who braces ’gainst hard pressure, 
Is he who works to win. 

Although your path may never 
Lead through the roses’ bed; 

Your worth lies in true manhood — 
Keep your grit and go ahead. 


Life’s hopes ne’er fill the measure 
Which we in fancy place, 
There’s always something lacking, 
That leaves an empty space; 
But never strike your standard, 
No matter what you dread, 
Just bend your mind to business — 
Keep your grit and go ahead. 


Had you of wealth a fortune, 
And yet were bought and sold, 
What then would be your winnings 
Besides your tempter’s gold? 
Far better sweat with labor, 
Though you but earn your bread, 
For honor crowns your strivings — 
Keep your grit and go ahead. 
—Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“But that which ye have already, hold fast till I come. 
And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations” (Rev. 25, 26). 


This admonition and promise was addressed to the 
church at Thyatira, an ecclesia whose record was good— 
but not good enough. After recounting in verse 19 an 
imposing list of virtues, seemingly enough to assure sal- 
vation to anyone, the Voice solemnly warns, “Notwith- 
standing I have a few things against thee. .. .” Let no one 
be misled by that phrase, “a few things.” In modern 
translations of this 20th verse the idea of “few” is ab- 
sent: “I have this against you”; and the Concordant 
Version renders it, “But I have much against you.” Their 
transgression was not trivial but a serious matter. In 
fact, no transgression is trivial; one unrepented and un- 
forsaken sin will nullify any number of virtues; as has 
been said in connection with James 3:11, 12, “One little 
sin makes the fresh water all salt.” This is what perfec- 
tion of character means, and the only way to have our 
sins covered is to cease from them (Prov. 28:13). The 
Bible, from beginning to end, tells but one story concern- 
ing the way of salvation, and this is the story. 

There is evidence that in ancient Thyatira there was 
a great amalgamation of races, with a resulting amalga- 
mation of religions. Naturally it placed this church in a 
position of great danger, for the tendency is strong to 
go with the crowd; and it seems that “that woman Jeze- 
bel”—Babylon the great, or confusion (Rev. 17: 1—5)— 
had secured a foothold in its organization. The present 
world, with its laxity and easy tolerance, is constantly 
inviting us to compromise and collaborate, to forget that 
we are called to be “a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works” (Titus 2:14). 

After describing the punishments awaiting both the 
deceiver and the deceived, the Voice continues, “But that 
which ye have already, hold fast till I come.” But does 
the fulfillment of this injunction promise salvation? Not 
at all. Your works, and charity, and service, and faith, 
and patience—these are all good things as far as they go, 
and hold them fast, never let them slip for an instant. 
Hold fast, and add daily, hourly, to what you have. Avoid, 
at all costs, a backward step, for lost ground is hard to 
reclaim at this late hour. All these enumerated virtues, 
even held fast to the end, will not cover the outstanding 
offense; commendable as they are, they do not represent 
perfection, but only steps in the right direction. “You 
are doing more than you did at first,” Moffatt renders the 
last sentence of verse 19. Still it was not enough. 

The Eternal is hard to satisfy, some may complain. 
Frankly, He is. He has every right to be particular, for 
“the house which is to be built for the Eternal must be in- 
comparably magnificent, far-famed, and glorious through- 
out all lands” (I Chron. 22:5, Moffatt). With such a 
great work in hand, with infinite time and infinite re- 
serves of human material at His disposal, He very justly 
insists on having the best. The others, those who choose 


not to serve Him, are given the blessings of this life, fol- 
lowed by an eternity of peaceful, painless slumber. “Jus- 
tice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: 
mercy and truth shall go before thy face” (Ps. 89:14). 

There is a vast amount of historical matter in the 
Bible, some of which seems to have little meaning for us 
whose problems are so very different. Yet when ap- 
proached in the light of the Apostle’s dictum in Romans 
15:4, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning; that we through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope,” we find 
little from which we may not draw valuable lessons. The 
same is true of many prophetic oracles and pastoral epis- 
tles which may appear to have only a local significance. 
All these things, while applicable to a degree to the peo- 
ple of their time, “are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come” (I Cor. 10:11). 

The very wording of Rev. 2: 25 shows plainly that it 
was spoken for us more than for them—‘“hold fast till 
I come.” This projects it nearly 1,900 years into the fu- 
ture, down to the time just before the Lord’s second ad- 
vent. The church of Thyatira would never see that day; 
ahead of it loomed the blackness of the Apostasy. 

The lessons are for us, because we need them more. 
In their day the Word was confirmed by miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit; there was an unbroken connec- 
tion from the first dealings of God with men on this 
planet. In our time we are far removed in point of time 
from the headwaters of Truth, walking by faith alone 
in the naked Word which for 1,260 years lay crushed to 
earth, the precious link with the past broken. For nearly 
1,900 years there has been neither vision nor revelation 
nor miracle nor visible angelic form. We have only the 
Word and the evidence of fulfilled prophecy—and we 
need it all. 

When we have held “fast,” and added courage to faith, 
and knowledge to courage, and temperance to knowledge 
(II Pet. 1:5—7), and so on to perfection, what then? 
Ah! “To him that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.” 
The nations need a strong power over them. They have 
gone on in their own lawless way until the world stands 
face to face with utter ruin. Now the time comes for this 
to end, for human rule to pack up and vacate. The edict 
will be resented, and the majority will resist to the death 
(Zech. 13:8), but puny man cannot stay the march of 
divine progress. Science has already made it one world 
by annihilating distances; but now there is to be but one 
Government. “The Lord shall be King over all the earth; 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one” 
(Zech. 14:9). The “international situation” with its 
train of miseries will thus be abolished at a stroke, and, 
for the first time since Creation, peace will come to earth 
and good-will to men. 

This great King is not an individual but a multitudi- 
nous Ruler. “The body is not one member, but many”— 
Christ the Head, and the Church the body. There will be 
a Head, of course, but all who overcome and keep His 
works, every one of them, unto the end, till He comes, 
will be co-rulers, joint-heirs with Christ. “To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
his throne” (Rev. 3: 21). 

Of all things this world can give, nothing is more allur- 
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Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrcmpo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


What is meant by the sun standing still upon Gibeon and 
the moon in the valley of Ajalon? 


God commands us to reason on what we believe (Isa. 
1:18), and the first reasonable thought that comes to 
mind is that the literal sun and moon could not be in- 
dicated, for that would be against the laws of nature. 
Every one is familiar with the speed with which those 
heavenly bodies travel. The Almighty has set certain laws 
in operation in the universe and He does not go against 
them. Secondly, the moon and sun would not both have 
been shining visibly at the same time, and that during 
the “whole day.” 

The connection in which this command was given was 
when Joshua was conquering the land after Israel’s wan- 
dering in the Wilderness. The surrounding nations had 
heard of his success and they feared greatly when they 
heard that the Gibeonites had made peace with Joshua, 
for Gibeon was a mighty city; therefore they assembled 
their armies to destroy Gibeon. Joshua, having made a 
league with the Gibeonites, was responsible for their 
protection, whereupon he prayed to the Lord for the 
sun to stand still upon Gibeon, and the moon in the valley 
of Ajalon. He did not address the physical sun and moon 
in the heavens but the sun of Gibeon and the moon in the 
valley of Ajalon. The marginal reading of Josh. 10:12 
for “sun, stand thou still” is “be silent.” Joshua simply 
commanded the men of Gibeon and Ajalon, who had ap- 
pealed to him for help, to be silent and patiently wait for 
deliverance, wait to see the salvation of God. 

It is qualified in Joshua 11: 13 as “the cities that stood 
still in their strength.” They were called sun and moon 
because they were royal or chief cities (Josh. 10: 2), the 
greatest light in the political heavens of that locality. 
Furthermore, their inhabitants were undoubtedly wor- 
shipers of the sun and moon, as in a later case of certain 
apostate Israelites whom Josiah destroyed (see II Kings 
23: 5—11). 


From your studies, do you expect Elijah or antichrist to 
come first? 


Antichrist is not one single individual. There have 
been many of them, as the Apostle John said (I John 2: 
18). The meaning of anti is against; therefore anything 
that is against Christ, or anyone who advances a doctrine 
which is contrary to the true religion, is antichrist. 

The coming of Elijah the Prophet is yet future. His 
mission, as the Book states, is to announce the coming 
of Christ. 


Is there any special time set for the forty years to begin? 
Many are speaking of 1975 as a probable crucial date. 


The forty years begin with the coming of Christ, when, 
as Micah 7: 15 says, He will show marvelous things, ac- 
cording to the days of the coming out of the land of 
Egypt, which was forty years. He first judges His people, 
then with His army, goes forth conquering and to con- 
quer (Rev. 6:2). The Beast and the kings of the earth 
and their armies gather to make war against Him in 
the Battle of Armageddon, but the Lamb overcomes them 
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(Rev. 19:19; 17: 14). This is followed by a world-wide 
reconstruction and educational program, for when the 
thousand-year reign of Christ begins, the earth is beau- 
tified till the desert blossoms like the rose, and all shall 
know the Lord from the least to the greatest (Isa. 35:1; 
Jer. 31:34). 

As to what year these wonderful events will begin, 
the Bible does not reveal it. We are plainly told that ‘no 
man knoweth the day nor hour” but that we would know 
the ‘times and seasons” (Matt. 24: 36; I Thess. 5: 1—4). 


What are the two witnesses? 


The Old and New Testaments. The Prophet Daniel 
speaks of a time that the truth was cast to the ground, 
of a power that would “wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws: and they 
shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 
dividing of times” (Dan. 8:12; 7:25). (Time means a 
year ; times, two years; the dividing of time, a half year. 
Using the Bible rule of a day for a year, this period is 
1,260 years.) This is the same period of time spoken of 
in Revelation 11 as “forty and two months” or “a thou- 
sand two hundred and threescore days” when the two 
witnesses were clothed in sackcloth. “Their dead bodies” 
were not allowed to be “put in graves” (verses 8, 9). The 
truth of the Bible was here through that long dark period 
but the saints had been worn out so that there was no one 
to proclaim it until the end of that time. So the two wit- 
nesses were said to be “dead.” 


What do you consider the genuine sign that will designate 
Elijah? 


The one given by Jesus: he shall “restore all things” 
(Matt. 17:11). That is when the latter rain or outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit will begin, as Joel tells us (2: 23— 
27). There will be no fake or humbug about it. When on 
earth before, he raised the widow’s son. He prayed that 
it should not rain for three and a half years and it did not; 
he prayed for rain and it came. His future mission is to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the 
children to their fathers (Mal. 4:5, 6); in other words, 
the fathers of Truth will dispel the darkness of the chil- 
dren of this world. That will take power. Consider Eli- 
jah’s power when on earth before, which enabled him to 
prove to 850 false prophets who the true God is, then 
think of his education these hundreds of years since! He 
will have such ability to demonstrate his identity that 
we will not need to fear him to be an impostor. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


ing than power. The inherent desire for importance 
drives man to seek power over his fellows by fair means 
and foul. Almost invariably the will to power is abused; 
but rightly understood and controlled it is a legitimate 
urge. Do we aspire to power? Would we be a part of that 
Divine super-government which will right all earth’s 
ancient wrongs? The dazzling promise is held before our 
eyes—power that is certain and satisfying and eternal; 
but only the overcomers, those who have learned to rule 
themselves, are to be trusted with it. 
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The Value of a Smile 


It costs nothing, but creates much. 


It enriches those who receive, without impover- 
ishing those who give. 


It happens in a flash and the memory of it some- 
times lasts forever. 


None are so rich they can get along without it, 
none so poor but are richer for its benefits. 


It creates happiness in the home, fosters good will 
in business, and is the countersign of friends. 


It is rest to the weary, daylight to the discouraged, 
sunshine to the sad, and Nature’s best antidote 
for trouble. 


Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or 
stolen, for it is something that is no earthly 
good to anybody till it is given away! 


And if in the last-minute rush of buying, some of 
our salespeople should be too tired to give you 
a smile, may we ask you to leave one of yours? 


For nobody needs a smile so much as those who 
have none left to give! 


Hope is a vigorous principle; it is furnished 
with light and heat to advise and execute; it sets 
the head and heart to work, and animates a man 
to do his utmost. And thus, by perpetual pushing 
and assurance, it puts difficulty out of counte- 
nance, and makes a seeming impossibility give way. 


= GLEANINGS 


My Needs 


I would not lose the hard things from my life, 
The rocks o’er which I stumbled long ago, 

The griefs and fears, the failures and mistakes, 
That tried and tested faith and patience so. 


I need them now. They make the deep-laid wall, 
The firm foundation stones on which I raise— 

The mount therein from stair to higher stair— 
The lofty towers of my House of Praise. 


Soft was the roadside turf to weary feet, 

And cool the meadow where I fain had trod, 
And sweet beneath the trees to lie at rest 

And breathe the incense of the flowerstarred sod. 


But not on these might I securely build, 

Nor sand nor sod withstand the earthquake shock. 
I need the rough, hard boulders of the hills, 

To set my house on everlasting rock. 


A Prayer 


That I may grow a little braver to face life’s trials and 
never waver 

From high ideals that I have made. To face life squarely, 
unafraid. 

That I may yet more patient be with those, who faltering 
lean on me. 

To profit by mistakes I’ve made and let them from my 
memory fade. 

That I may always faithful be to those who put their 
trust in me. 

For these, dear, heavenly Lord, I pray that I may prove 
worthwhile today! 


THE FINAL CONQUEST 


We have torn out the hearts of the mountains, and emptied the veins of the 
earth. We have stripped the forests of verdure and blackened the land of our 
birth. We have harnessed the floods and the lightning and swept the rocks from 
our path. We have whispered across the waters and braved the storms in their 
wrath. We have walked on the floor of the rivers and followed the birds to the 
sky; we have sailed in the depths of the waters where long lost galleons lie. 
We have beaten the tasks of the Titans and wedded the winds of our needs. 
We have reared up towers like Babel and done the mightiest deeds. We have 
shortened time and distance, and narrowed the realms of space. We have 
everywhere spread dominion of the dauntless human race. Yea, mighty are we 
and drivers of all that lives and delves. We have toiled and fought and mas- 
tered—but have yet to conquer ourselves! —Sel. 
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